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Hello everyone. Thank you Attorney General Holder. It is a great honor for me to
be seated at this table with all of you. | want to thank you for your dedicated
leadership to the children and families of this country through the Defending
Childhood Initiative and for making a difference in their lives through this
important work. | feel particularly fortunate that | am able to remain engaged in the
work of the Initiative and the implementation of the Task Force’s critical
recommendations.

| am thrilled to be at OJJDP and to be working with all the talented and dedicated
people there. And | am deeply committed to OJJDP’s vision of a nation where our
children are healthy, educated, and free from violence. As the members of the
Attorney General’s Task Force on Children Exposed to Violence stated in their
report, “we invest in the future of our nation when we commit ourselves as
citizens, service providers, and community members to helping our children
recover from exposure to violence and ending all forms of violence in their lives.”

We at OJJDP intend to advance that vision by ensuring that we commit to a strong,
coordinated and sustainable national response to help children exposed to violence.
We will also work to ensure that children and youth’s contact with the juvenile
justice system is rare, and that if they do come into contact with the system, the
contact is fair and beneficial to them. | look forward to bringing my experience on
the issue of children’s exposure to violence and, as a public defender, to build upon
the work that has already been accomplished and to working closely with everyone
on this Council on these and other issues in the years to come. In short, | am
excited about what lies ahead.




