FY16 Title Il Formula Grants Program
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: If we already have access to the federal Grants Management System (GMS) do we need to register
again, specifically for this application process?

A: Yes, you will need to submit an applicant registration specifically for this solicitation. The first page of
the solicitation includes instructions for this step.

Q: Will we hear back if our registration is approved?

A: GMS does not automatically send a notice when your registration is approved. However, SCD
program staff will contact any states that have not registered within three days of the May 27 deadline.
If you experience difficulty with registration please contact Kathy Manning, Carol Neylan or your State
and Community Development (SCD) Program Manager. For other GMS issues, please contact the GMS
help desk at GMS.HelpDesk@usdoj.gov or 888-549-9901.

Q: I'm working on the applicant registration step, and see that GMS filled in outdated contacts for the
Point of Contact and the Authorized Representative. How can | change this to list the correct people?
A: GMS was designed to have a static, unchanging profile (other than Point of Contact, which can be
updated in the profile). To update the Point of Contact listed for this application, go to the “Applicant
Information” section, and change the fields for “Contact First Name”, “Contact Last Name”, etc. To
update the Authorized Representative for this application, go to the “Assurances and Certifications”
section, and change the fields for “First Name”, “Last Name”, etc. This will update this application only.
If you see that other existing awards have outdated Points of Contact or Authorized Representatives,

please submit a Grant Adjustment Notice (GAN) to make the necessary updates.

Q: Our plan describes what is happening in the state regarding gender-specific services, rural areas and
mental health, but these are not priorities with Title Il funds. Is this OK?

A: The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) requires that your state plan contain a
plan for providing each of these; however it does not require that these be priorities with Title Il funds.

Q: For the State Advisory Group (SAG) requirements, the solicitation says full-time government
employee. Is this what you’re referring to as federal and non-federal?

A: The JIDPA prohibits the Chair of the SAG, or anyone acting in the role of Chair, from currently holding
a position as a full-time federal, state or local government employee.

Q: We were told last year that FY16 would be an amendment to the FY15 grant to lessen reporting
requirements. Why did this change?

A: It was our intent originally to issue FY16 as a supplement to the FY15 award to lessen reporting and
administrative requirements. However, it was recently determined that states would have to have or
put in place certain financial controls to track supplemental funds. Therefore, the FY16 plan update year
will be issued as a new award, with a distinct award number requiring separate progress and financial
reports. For the future, we plan to discuss this with states to get input on the pros and cons of the
administrative impact associated with supplementing vs. new awards, but for FY16, it will be issued as a
new award.

Q: On page 23 of the application kit, there is an error in the numbering. Should we change the numbers?
7 should be 6 and 6 should be 7.
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A: Thisis an error. The item listed as # 7 at the bottom of page 23 should be #6, and the item listed as #6
on page 24 should be #7.

Q: Why the redundancy regarding the 28 assurances? (This is in reference to slide 13 of the
presentation.)

A: There is now a two-step process for states to address the 28 assurances of the JJDPA. Step 1 is to
provide information within the application narrative that supports each of the assurances, and step 2 is
to submit Appendix | listing the page numbers on which the information can be found. This is to help us
verify that states are meeting all requirements of the JJIDPA.

Q: Could you give us an idea of your timeline for reviewing the plan updates? When could we expect to
hear from you if you need additional information?

A: State and Community Development is targeting the month of June for Title Il application reviews.
Your State Program Manager will contact you during that time if additional information is needed. The
Core Protections Division (CPD) will begin reviewing the updates as soon as the information is
submitted. States should expect to hear from CPD no later than July 15", at a minimum, acknowledging
receipt of the state’s information and that CPD has begun its review of the plan.

Q: My SAG does not meet until mid-June. Is it OK to submit the plan update on June 1 and send a
certification the SAG reviewed and approved later?

A: In this case, please include a statement in your submission explaining the timing of the SAG meeting,
and coordinate with your Program Manager to submit the approval when available.

Q: Just to clarify: we are to use the amount we were actually awarded in FY15 for our FY16 budget
pending the actual allocations?

A: States will be notified when final allocations become available. Until then, for planning purposes,
please use the amount you were actually awarded in FY15 to prepare your FY16 budget.* (*If your state
has been notified that it was found out of compliance with one of the four core requirements for FY16,
please plan your budget according to the anticipated reduction, and the requirement to spend 50% of
the remainder on coming back into compliance.)

Q: Will the American Indian tribe pass-through funding allocations be posted soon?
A: We will announce the allocation amounts when they become available. In the meantime, please refer
to the links in the solicitation, and use the amount from FY15 for planning purposes.

Q: How much of the Planning and Administration (P&A) match can be in kind, such as office space and
administrative help?
A: The federal amount for P&A must be matched dollar for dollar in state share; this needs to be cash
match (not in-kind).

Q: To clarify, in the sample given, the 66 2/3 % pass-through is based on total less SAG allocation; not
total less SAG and P&A allocation?

A: The amount that can be spent on P & A is a separate calculation. To determine the P&A amount, start
with the award amount, and multiply it by 10%. This is the maximum that can be spent using federal
funds for P&A. To determine the amount the state must pass through, start again with the award
amount and subtract the amount designated for the SAG (up to $20,000 maximum). Then, multiply the
remainder by .6666 to determine the dollar amount that must be passed through. This calculation does
not use the P&A allocation.



Q: Just to clarify regarding the pass-through, it's on the whole award less SAG, rather than amount after
P&A less SAG?
A: Correct. See the previous answer for additional detail.

Q: If we've been submitting Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) spreadsheets annually, can we
change to every three years, and if so are we also resubmitting last years’ DMC spreadsheets?

A: Although OJIDP’s minimum requirement for DMC data collection is once every three years, the office
encourages states to collect/submit new RRI data on an annual basis if they are able. States that collect
data on a three-year cycle should resubmit a copy of their most recent data with each year’s DMC plan,
uploaded to OJIDP’s new compliance tool and the DMC web-based system. Those states requesting to
transition from annual reporting to every three years may be asked to provide an explanation for this
change.

Q: Will the Compliance Reporting Tool support the 9 month timeframe and make the correct
calculations?
A: Yes.

Q: Relatedly, has the Compliance Monitoring Reporting Tool been updated to correctly count Jail
Removal (JR) violations? There were issues with the last report.

A: OJIDP is aware of this issue and anticipates that corrections will be complete in advance of the June
30 deadline for submission of 2015 data.

Q: The DMC plan is normally submitted with this application, but then we hear it is due June 30th. What
is due in the application regarding DMC and what is due June 30th?

A: If the state has selected DMC as one of its Title Il program areas, information regarding the state’s
proposed DMC activities must be provided in the three-year plan update due in GMS by June 1. The
state’s response to Appendix G, which outlines requirements for the compliance and compliance
monitoring plans (including the annual DMC plan) must be submitted by the June 30" deadline within
0OJJDP’s new web-based compliance tool.

Q: | got lost in the appendices. | won't have DMC Relative Rate Index (RRI) data ready by June 1 - is this
for the June 30 submission?
A: Yes, RRI submissions are due on the June 30" deadline and uploaded to the new compliance tool.

Q: My understanding is that Appendices G and H are part of the June 30th submission for Compliance
and DMC. Is that correct?
A: Yes.

Q: The assurance letter that gets submitted with our compliance data on June 30th. Will that be
available prior to submitting the data so we have time to get it signed and submitted before the June
30th deadline?

A: Yes, states will have the ability to download the certification then upload the signed document prior
to submission on June 30™.

Q: How do you complete the Analysis and Tracking (A&T) Sheet if you don't do annual DMC
spreadsheets?



A: The RRI Analysis and Tracking sheet must be submitted annually, even if the state is collecting data on
a three year cycle. Please use the most recent data available.

Q: So the data we report June 30 WILL NOT count towards compliance, just technical assistance?

A: Data submitted on June 30 will not be utilized to make a funding determination, but will support
0OJIDP’s assessment of state technical assistance needs in areas such as data collection and

inspection. OJIDP will rely upon FY16 data (due to OJIDP in January 2017) to complete the FY17 funding
determination.






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		TitleIIFAQ.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

