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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Umiten States DeranTveENT oF LaBoR,
Cirorer's Borea
Washinglon, October 18, mea

are htrmmt!::idhm the s f&rﬁ? of |
{ delingquenay FOEF EU ’u
by ju courts. D“"“E the salender year 1927, the first
year during which the buresu's plan for obtaining mmpu:hl-n
tistics in thiz field was in umummpphﬂmﬁn;’:
mgﬂhrly. J!.l[.ua Scott Nutt, of the social-service division, has
mn te charge of the development of tha plan BEEEM-

unll'n-rm statistics of juvenile delinquency, in cooperation with
Dir. abeth C. Tandy, director of statistical division, and
Agnes K. Hanna, director of the social-service division.

Reapects bmitted.
HER lniiin Grace Apsort, Chigf

Hoxn. James J. Dl:jn}a.hm
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS, 1927

A COOPERATIVE PLAN FOR OBTAINING NATIONAL STA-
TISTICE OF DELINQUENCY AND OF DEFENDENCY AND

For some yoars the Children's Bum;nhmhumttwmtﬂunplan
for making aﬂ.ﬂ-.blu current Information on s oational scale con-
cerning trends in juvenils delinguency., The United Siates Burean
of the Census at approximstaly 10-year intervals publishes statistics
of juvends delinguents in institufions, but no at iz made
that bureau to prosure statisties concerning delinquents dealt wi

courts in other ways than by mstitutional commitment.! Rels-
szjr few juvenils courts print annual ris which include statistical
Lack of umiformity in ma of com statistics
ulﬂimﬂlﬁdaﬂmt-wuﬂlmﬂmtrhdmhnmmin i
methods of presentation make the statistics practically ua]ul for
purposes of comparing delinquency rates in various localities, though
they are of value in determming trends in individual sommunities
from year to ;ru.'r Coamparahle atatistics with reference to cases of
mn t dealt with by the courts are even more
ult to n-]:ltu.m eeauge of wider variation in the type of casss
within the jlll'].lﬂlﬂnn'ﬂ of the courta.

The importance, therefore, of on & uniform plan for
recording and com ptatigtice of juvenils delingusncy is apparent.
With the assistance of comrmittee on records and statistics of
wch & ncihod " The repoee o ihe Pl has Lo Sriioing
=1 B TESpOnEs Lo
Cooperation by juvenile courts and State departments of I;I.‘-w
welfare has increnssd gince ils presentation. In H'l'!rll
States the department ui public welfare or some other State agency
has taken the plan into consideration in making rovisions of annual
snd monthly reports required of courts, and in other States thess
agencies have been active in thahntut.imnmnhunui
juvenile-court judges and probation ﬂfﬁmru-.. By July 1, 1828,
lbunut 100 juvenils courts in various parts of the countsy, and several
Stnte ﬂa_g&rhnmmmmmad with juvenile-court work, wers cooper-
ating. Forty-two courts sent in statistical doto for the entiro calendar
yoas 1927, and these data form the basis of this report?

‘ol tha plan 1 the Slliog st il ssatetical cede—s ol ".é"?#
St _:::iwmﬁﬁh S

ﬁlu:r-. w celursal 1o “ anea A JEiE, 'r\-
e giech

iy Ty S————. W-ﬁ"ﬂ“mmm
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-f”'ff:%.
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COURTE FURNISHING STATISTICAL MATERIAL FOR 1927

Cards were received from 41 courts in 15 States for tha entire
calendar year 1927, nnd tnbles were propared by 1 court.' The
names of thesa courts with the t ciky or town m the ares sarved
by ench eourt are given below. For convenience ench court will ba
designated hereafter only by the name of the territory over which it
hias jurisdiction, Larpmt ey or byen 1n

Colifornis: Juvenile court of the city and coanty of Sam

TP, o ol e i i e T A R Ban Fraooispo.
Conrectiont:
Juvenile court of the city of Bridgeport. e e ccee e e eeo .. Bridgoport,
Juvenile court of Hartdard. . ....E.E.F...._.-___ o e e H-.guned.
Indinna:
Juwgnkflo sourt of P T s e P ],
Javenile eourt of L e Mumcie.
Juvemfle pourtt of Jmnllauﬂnun‘:_r_ e e Morth VeErnoh
ju'rmll eourt of Loke I s et 5 e Gary.
grénile court of Mamon Conpty . rcecncrccenesssname 'I!n.rllaupnlu.
iu'lwﬂu eourt of Moanees County. o ooocooeo . ... Bloomingion.
nvenile court of Yermillon Coontye oo v eecceemcnanans Clintos,
Juvenile court of W:Lu L T NN : 1. ", ' ¥.1."
Juvenile court of Wells Couety . e emssomensccscsans - Bluffton, -
duivanile court of White County_ . ____ venn Mowtieolia,
Masmchusetts: Middigsex Conuty snperior coart____ ... Lrmedl.
El.ﬁll-‘m: Hent County probate court. juvendle divislos. .. .. Gand Rapide
inpeaots:
Juvenile pourt of Hen LR T e Hlnneu.fuﬂlL
Jﬂanilu court of Hnnﬁﬂ:unhi---------.----"." 28 Paul.
= 2
Jﬂ'l';%'ﬂ wourt of the pounty of Hudeon. .« oo oo e Jersey City.
Juvenile court of the county of Mercer.. .. .__._ Treston.
Mew York:
Chilbdren's coart of Bulfalo_ - ocoe oo oo ene. Buffalo.
Clinton County childresn's gourt. ... ccneccacmcamoaocan Flatishurg.
Calutmbin County children's eourt . oo o reimns Hizdunm,
Dielaware County children'es eoumt. e coe oo e Waltan.
Dutehess County children's souTt. - oo cor oo e oeoas Poughkespsie.
Erie County ¢h g [ R R Leckawarna.
Fronkln County cldldren’s sourt. ... oo oo iaeeoo.. Malono.
Children's court ol Lhe city of New York.._ . —.c..oec.. Now York
Orlcans Cnu:H ghildraa’'s e conemince e Meding.
Weatchoster County children’s eourt. .o ewceee e ooeeonen. Yankern.
Hnrt? En:-uﬁn [ e A
uvenile court WBEEHE (T8 1 1 Arheville.
Winstan-Salem juvenile mm'r-._-__f-_---_--.-......“- Winaten-Balem,
Franklin County juwenide epurt. ..c.ucecccecsocnconan. Columbnas,
Coma court of Homilbonm Couniy, divislos af
relatians, Juvenile coird and marital relntions. Cinelnestl
Com coart of Mahoning County, division of
doandatlie pelations oo oo oo . Youngstown,
Jigvenile eourt of Berks Counby - o oo vvmceee i ccacas Readin
Juwently court of Og CoUnY - e e s wnluﬁﬁ;—m.
Juvenile pourt of ﬁm OO ccn e o oo IROCTIRLOWT,
M oourt of wél. vordle divisies, . ___ Fhiladslrhi
Tenmeaser: Juvenis eourt of M N S R, T 1
:’;Eﬁh: J'uw];-iah nd dn::ﬁﬂu-— ﬂw:tlmﬁ ol Morfolk... Hod
i Fieree County juvapile court. ..o vevenemansse Tacoma.
Hmﬁm Caunty furvenis eourt. ..~ ___... Madisos,

! Ly b alher mal
g ey e ol s s ity e b el e

_—— — e

ANALYSIS OF CASBES DEALT WITH

THE CASES REPORTED

Mumber and iypes of cases.

In order to obtain completa information on all cases, those dispos
of by the courts or dise from probation or gupervision duriog
the venr were reported, ra than those referred to the courts or
placed on probation or under supervision. Cards or tables for such
cased, with & Tew excaptions, were recaived from esch of the 42 courts
dmigﬁ 1927." The total nunber of cases reported by these courts was
46,750. (Teble 1.) The number of coses reported by individual
courts ranged from 14 to 11,281, This variation in nomber of ceses
was largely due to the ares of jurisdiction; some of the courts had
jurisdiction over densely P"?h“h areas in large cities, other courta
served smaller cities, and others rural districts.

Delinguency cases wars by each of the 42 courts, but 8
did oot report cases of dependency or oot  The total number of

ndency and uﬁxt wages (12,150) is less than half the onmber of
i fi

cases (26,241) reported by the 34 couris sending cards
ar ailu: or both types ndtf:a.aea. rtiona of dependency
and meglect and dalingu eases cared for by the diferent courts

ghowed muoch variation 'htnithﬂaaﬂmurhmﬁurmdmm

dependency and negloct than delinguency coses; in the other 26

courts dependency and neglect cases comstituted the smaller part of

the court’s worle, Tha wide variation in the proportion nd'daﬁndm
and neglect cases appears to be due in part to the extent to which

ies other than the court were earng for dependant and

. The practice in some courts of filing the complaint against

the adult responsible for depondency or neglect instead of instituting

roceedings in the nama of the children 15 slso & factor. In some

alities nnﬁlﬂt.hm cases of dependency and neglect ruqu.tr:ﬁ eourt

i ught 8z & rule to the attention of the court, thesa

usually by social agencies, whereas in other communities a large pro-

portion of the dependent and neglectad children were to the

court dmﬂiﬂ parents and relntives, and the sourt became a geoaral

ngency for ing with such children. The proportion of cases of

ncy and neglect for which source of complaint wes reparted,

arred to the courts by parents and relatives in different localities,

varied from zero to 87 per cent.

hmmnm l-ulll'llhlltmﬂhuhﬂ'“d probadlen or mapervisom wibn bl
o g oy b §ee il uﬁlﬂlﬂnu_'l{.ulhtr;.ru —*N“MTIE
eard baf each casd when s ohild mmlmammm“uuu_
pamrts Akl pat repart cuse of disharpsd from B paparvighin.

0161 4%Zh—x3 &


LLeddy
Rectangle

LLeddy
Rectangle

LLeddy
Rectangle


4 JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS, 1027
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JUVENILE-COTRT STATIRTICS, 1027 5

Cases of children discharged from probation or su during
lhaﬂi;wmwm rted by 31 courta.  Eleven courts di n-:l. rapn-rt.um
pru'l:rat.lnn or nui:urmmn during the yosr,
end & number reported only a few. thess courts had failed to
keep adequate probation records, md others took no ce of
the termination of tlu-&obahnn ptnud aither by formal harge or
I:-}r removal of th-wm the list or index of active rnhntinn CRS0S,
The proportions of and girls wera about equal in dependon
cases. In d-a}:mquanajr cases the number of boys reportad {2-!,.'3-!-3
was nearly six times the number of girls (4 1-!3]- There was, however,
much wvariation in the proportion of djahuquant- girls in different
localitios.
Methods by which cases were handled.

Information was collected for what are usually described as oficial
and unofficial cases, the same cards being used for both, but separate
lists of dispositions were used. Unofficial r.uu may be defined as
cases adjusted informelly by the ]ndga, r ruhntmn uﬂinar
without placed on the court cal of & pahmrn
or othar puu.pur for adjudication Eg ]h.a or referea. Asis

le 2) &

shown anying table (T practice of the court
J'nmgu.g l:l.ﬂh:ncﬁlng of cases vared in different localities,
Twenty-three courts reported delinquency cases disposed of unoffi-

cially, and 19 courts did not report any so di of. Only 16 of tha
24 courts sending information concerning dependency and neglect
ensis roported such cases dispossd of unﬂ-ﬁmﬂ]ﬂ'

E‘rhg:h more than one-fourth of the delingu cases roported
wers t with unﬂfﬂrmlly. In four courts ing 50 or more
cases (1 in Indiana, 1 in North Carclina, and 2 in Ohio) from 76 to
97 par cent of tha quency cases wers handled unofficislly, The
total number of cases dealt with by two of these courts was
In several courts there were differences in the prastice of handling of
boys’ I.Ild la' cases. This wu especially marked in two courts.
In unty, Ind., & much | m proportion of the girls' cases
than of thn boys' cases were han unoflicially, whereas in San
Froneises, Calif., the situation was reverssd,

Ome-fifth of the dependency and neglect cases reported wers dealt
with unofficially. In three courts [one in North Carclina, one in
Ohio, and one In Tennessse) mnut-h.mhallu-ithadwmdmnjud
nuglmt. cases were 0 dealt with.

CHILDREN INVOLVED IN THE CASES®

Race and mativity.
As s number of children came bofore the courts more than onee
dJ.EE‘-E,,EE'i' du]mquanuj'm mprumhd 25,456 childron and the 12,150
ency and cases, 11,765 children, O the Eﬂ 05
dﬁnquunl: children whm race was reported, Bd cent wers
whits and 16 per -:-unt . As would be exp ; the propor-
tion of colored nhﬂdrm was lerger in the southern courts. In
Winston-Selem, M. ., 73 per cent and in Norfolk, Va., 52 par cent
nfthadahnquuntchlﬂrmwmmhmd. In the northern and mid-

e — o —— —_—
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westarn courts the pmtuf of colored children varied from zero
to 200~=0f the 11,737 dependent or neglected children for whom race
wu.ﬂtlhmpu}rhd dult-damt-hdhjr tha i:g]mm'h {both morthern and

southarn} reporting dependency or ect cases, only 13 per cent
were colored, a5 compared with 16 peru&nt-u—it.hutiahnquant-:h:lr]mn_
A.E-Ir:ught.ba ted from the differences in the racial groups
in the lunth served by the courts, the proportions of

of native parentage and of foreign or mixed parentage com-

ETATIETICS, 1927 T

ing befors the courts showed grest variation. Forty-one courts
reported nativity and or 18,722 delinquent white children;
ﬂmmunmmt.mdguaummmpm an error in its method of
checking nativity and parentage. Of the 15005 boys in this group
30 per cent were native born of native parentage, 51 per cent were
native born of forelgn or mized parentaze, 4 per cent were native
born of parent not reported, and 6 per cent were foreign borm.
04 the E,EIT §0 per cent woere native born of native parentage,
40 par cent wera nabive born of foreign or mixed parentage, 3 per
cent were native born of p uﬁmln ried, and 7 per cent
wara foreign born. .!mmng the 9,796 dependent and n nl.ﬁ:l white
children for whom nativity and pmnu?n wera reported by these 41
courts, the proportion of native born of native ntage was much
greater (55 per cent) than of native born of fo or mixed parent-
sge (37 per cent). The proportions of native-born children whose
arentage wis not reported (3 per cent) and of fnrmg'n.-b-om children
f r ¢ént) wers about the same as in delinquency cases.
he proportion of the children deslt with who wers fo born
was small l'nr all courta rep-u-rtmiu cept New York City, w 15
per cent of the delinguent whi 11] per cent of the uiquumt
white girls, and 18 per cent of I]:ua ﬂndnnt. and neglected white
children, both boys and girls, were reported as foreign born.

Age disiribotion.

Of the 42 eourts repo ta tha «C.'hild.mn"a Bureat 20 had juris-
diction over children up to 16 years of age *; 2 (Kent County, Mich.,
and Memphis, Tenn.) had jurisdiction up to 17 m, 7 had juris-
diction up to 18 years*; and the jurisdietion of 1 (San Francisco
City and County, Calif.) extended to 21 years. Of the remaining 12
courts 10 had ]u:'mdn:nnn over delinguent, dependent, and neglected
boys up to 168, delinquent girls up to 18, and dépendent and naglected
gii:t to 1'4”'; I&?' tr.ﬁ’li:n.} hﬂ i;nndlnt:lnn over dul:.ud
quen u delinguen & U gpendent an
mglm(adrn to 16; and 1 '[L![Iglﬂﬂﬂﬂ County, Mass.) had
jurisdiction aver I'qunﬂnl. children between 7 and 17 years and

ted children under 16 years of age.

& Age dmhnhuunn of ﬂren denlt with on charges of delin-
quengy by courts having r:rrlBE urisdiction over children of specified
ages is shown in Tabls 3 he 15.1‘5&35 pereentoges of both boys and
girls were between 14 and 16 years of age, and the next largest per-
centages were between 12 and 14 years of epe. That the number of
girls and boys over 16, however, wnuld probably have baen larger had
1t mot been for the llm!t-utm:m of the junsdiction of many courts to
children under that age is evident from the age distribution in courts
having jurisdiction beyond 16 years. Thei uﬂnnhuthﬂ ofa
few shildren beyond the age of o jurisdiction spec BX-
plained by the fact that some sourts have jumdintinn bayond the age

— e — o e
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8 JUOVENILE=-COTET STATIETICSH, 1827

of original junsdiction in certain aituations; for example, a case in
which the offense was committed befors the limit was rench
even though the case did not come to the atten of the court unti
dmm n case in which & child made n ward of the eourt
befors iat;ahmt. was before the court on & new r.lm-i:

Elghl:par-mnl.uf umt.b-:jrumdipﬂmt.n{tha
hnquent girls rnpnrl;-ad waﬂ undear 10 years of Lﬁ Children of this
ga Ware mﬁgﬂ ¥ 35 of the 42 courts,  Mearly two-thirds of

[ bn'_n (971 the 1 Mﬂ} woire dealt with officielly. The stus-
tion with regard to uh'unmlu 78 of the 152 gids undar 10 years
ware dealt with cially,

Tanry §.—dAgir grrﬁldﬂl-tw# in delinguenay coses by £2 courly during
i'.# nnm-l;umdlzll[un
—
Ghilllnan demit with by ooaris
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As the following table shows, the number of children before the
pouris on dependency and negleck charpes was about the same for
gach Jj'al.ragapmwduptn 14 whmthmw.indmunnt falling off.
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Twu-ﬂm'ds of the delinquent boys and almost one-half of the

t girls for whom whereabouts was reported were living

mmﬁﬁ parents when refarred to the court. The whereabouta
of the dulmquunl: children was as follows:
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Among the delinquent bo; u.nd irls reported as h-nn.g with l:rlllg
ona parent the absence o ﬁr parent, in ﬁﬂt&’
instances, was dus to death. .!n.lumt threa-fourths nf the
the same proportion of the living with one parcnt only were
with their mothars. Of the nh?mgﬂthnpmntmdaﬂeg;
parent about two-thirds were with a mother sud o stepfather, t
pmpmmn be_mg E]Jghﬂjr highar for boye than for g',n'h
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The following table showe with whom dependent and neglacted
ehildren were lving whon reforred to the court:

P Ligd USaes | o conil

Am dependent and neglectad children living with only ons
puanto.nﬁlu H.Eusenm of the utﬂr parent was doe to death in u&ht.]y
more than one-fourth of the cases, Desertion was & much grester
factor in dependency and fect than in delin usncy, &5 wns also &
group of miscellaneous conditions classed ns “other” which included
separstion without diverce and confinement of one parent in a hospital
or & correctionnl institution. Among dependent and neglected
children living with their mothers only, the number of instances in
which the phsence of the father was due to desertion snd to “other™
conditions wae greater than the number due to death. As among
delinquent children, the majority of dependent and neglected children
living with one parent only were with their mothers.

DELINQUENCY CASES
Bomrees of complainl

The sgurce from which cases are received is some indication of the
court’s relation to the communiéy. 1iis to be e ted that a Inrge
proportion of complaints in delinquency cases would ba received from
the police. The nwnber recsived from school departments is an
indication of the extent to which the sehool handles its truancy and
behavior problema or refers them to the juvenils court. It is neces-
gary to make n distinction betwean ths person or oy that brin
the ease to the attention of the court or probation oﬂbg making 'LE
mitial complaint and the person who signs the petition or legal paper
n&mm-a.rg to imatitute court action. Since the signing of the petition
may be dependent on court policy the former is more significant and
was used as the basis of tabulation so far a3 courta wers able to give
this information. Some courts, for instance, prefer that the probation
officar should not sign such a paper lest his later contact with the
family be rendered more diffienit thoreby.

The police made the complaint in 62 per cent of the delinquency
enses for which source of complaint was reported. In one court
Pl‘l‘tuﬁn[?? all the complaints {#0.6 per cent) wera received from the
police. In another court only 15 cent of the complaints wers
received from this source, the smallest percentage reported by the
polica in any court. ‘The highest percentages for sources of complaint

JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS, 1927 11

othar than police in eny court ing 50 or MOFE CaSeS Were:
Individual other than parent or relative, 57; probation officer, 47;
school department, 30; social agency, 8.

The sources of complaint in delinguency cases were as follows:
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Flzce of care pending hearing er dispesition.

In more than hall the delinquency ceses, ns is shown by Tables 4
and 5, the children were not detained but wers allowed to remain in
their own homes pending hearing, or their cases were disposad of on
the day the aint was made. Detention was not used to any
gxtant in most of the amaller courta; inm tha | courts the prac-
tices varied considerably. The cases in which children remsined in
their own homes or which weré disposed of within one day vared in
courts handling 50 or more cases from 97 par cent of oll the cases in
Winston-Snlem, N. C., to 27 per cent in Hamilton County, Ohio.
Twenty-four of the forty-two courts used bonrding homes for children
who were not left in thetrr own homes pending heanng, but the namber
of children thus cared for was very sm Detention homes and
other institutions (ocluding receiving homes or shelters of privata
agencies and hospitals] were used in more than one-third of the delin-
quoncy cases in which plecs of care wes reported, The comts re-
Em-rnng the greatest use of detention homes wers those in Hamilton

ounty, Ohio, Mon Coonty, Pa., and Memphis, Tenn., MNew
York City, which does not maintain & mwunicipal defention home,
ucing instesd the shelter of & private apency, reported the majority
of the cases in which children were for in other institutions.

Almost » thousand children (4 per cent of the number for whom

& of care waa reported) ware held in jaila or police stations pend-
ing hearing or disposition of their cases. Cases of jail or police-
station detention were reported by 20 courts; G0 per cent of the cases
g0 detained were reported by 3 courts, If all these cases were of
pctual detention overnight or longer these figures would ropresant a
serious situation. But from a comparison of the dates on which the
cases had been referred to and di of by the courts, it was &vi-
dent that & few courts reported detention care when the child was
held in the jail or poliss station for o few hours pen arrival of
parents or sttention from the court. Included in these S
were 158 cases in which the child was held for ooly part of the deten-
tion period in tha jail or police station and the remainder of the tima
gleewhere. Although the largest numbers of children detained in jail
ware reported by eourts having jurisdiction over children up to 18
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years of ai.!;a, many young children bad been detained. Seventy de-
tained childron were under 14 years of age, 305 wore between 14 and
16 years, and 500 wero 16 years of age or over.

Tastt d—Ploze of care pending hearing or dispariion of cose in dalinguency coses
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A larger percentage of the boys than of the girls ware permitted
to remain in their own homes, or their cases were disposed of on the
eame day. (Table 5.) Detention hemes or other institutions were
usad more ln‘i:untlﬂ in girla’ cases than in bﬂfl‘ endes, but in only

G

2 per cent cases as comparsd with 4 per cent of the boys’
casos were the offenders detained in jail or police station,
TanLE &—thqfun’rnﬁ hapring or dispordtion of delinquency caser af
bope and prls d-';-’ﬁ wih by 48 eourty during [9ET
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Charges.

Though an attempt is being mads to sscure uniformity in the use
of tarms, the charges on which children were doalt with os delinguonts
by the courts give & very incomplete picture of their behavier prob-
lems. A nhﬂfmu.j];!hu#a coimmi eoveral offenses ot or about
the samo time but be referred to court on only one of them. Tha
:ﬁdﬁ: offense with which he is charged may be much less serious

n offenses discoversd in the course of the socinl investigation.
When the case s investigated belove the filing of a petition instaad
of afterward the formal charge is usually more sccurate, but even
in such cases the offense stated in the complaint may reflect tha
desire of the court to protect the child. For instance, in soms courts
a girl is charged with mnﬂrnglhuhttf inatend of & sex offense, and &
bov with trespassing and taking the property of another instead of
with “breaking and entaring or " mgl;trg_"

As is shown biutha recorded offenses the boys end pirls present

gite diferent delinguency problems. More than two-thi of the
gup wera charped with stealing or with acts of carelessness or mis-
chief. With the girls “running away,” “ungoveroable or beyond
parental control,” and “sex offense” ware the most frequent changes,
two-thirds of them having boen charged with thess offenses,
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18 JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS, 1037

The great varistion in the types of offenses with which child
were charged in the different courts, as is shown by Tables 8 mdm;:
mﬂ:utag ifferences in the attitude and practices of the court 8
well 85 in social conditions. For example, in bows® cases (Table &)
stealing constituted 42 per cont of all cases and wns the most fre-
g:ant charge in all except five courts reporting 50 or more cnses,

Mercer County, M. J., etealing was the in 82 per cent of
the boye’ enses and acts of cmnfamnm ar iaf in 3 per cent:
in Dutchoss County, N. Y., stealing waa the charge in 22 per cent
of the cases and acis of carelessness or mischisf in 46 per cent. Aots
of carelessness or mischief were reported more often than steali
in Endggurt and Hartford, Conn,; Dutchess County and Weat-
chester County, N. Y.; and Norfolk, Va. Apparently in some
COUrts t.hﬁ charge for petty stealing is ““mischief” rather than

stealing." Although charges of truancy represented only 8 per cent
of all charges they ormod 20 per ¢ent or more ol the cases ro
by Hudson County, N. J.: Weatchestar County, N. Y.; and Winston-
Salem, N, C. Other charges conslituting rather large proportions
of the cases in ceriain courts were “running away,” 17 per cont in
P:famphm, T;am:_, a8 compared with 7 per eent in all the courts:
sex offense,” 11 per cent in Lake County, Ind., and 10 per cent in
lin County, Ohio, 05 compared with 2 per cent in all the courta,

Variations similar to those in boys' enses were evident in the types
of offenses with which girls (Table 7) were charged.  Five of the courts
reporting 50 or more girls' cases showed an unusually large propor-
tion of enses in which girls were refarred to the court as TURAWAYS.
These courte were San Francisco City and County (32 per cent),
Buffalo {27 per cent), New York City (34 per cent), :E"]:|i|ld§l‘!I in (33
per cent), and (28 per cant). nling was the o in
only 13 per cent of all the girls' coses but was the most frequant churge
in courts, occurnng in 41 per cent of the girls’ cases in Bridge-
%Irt, Conn., in 51 per cent in Buffalo, N. Y., and in 25 por centb in

mat-:r:n-Saiam, - C. Bimilarly, although charges of tru
formed only 10 per cent of all chargea in girls' cases, they mn.ﬂ.ti:m
50 per cent of cases In Hudson County, N. J., and 34 per cent of

e cases 1o Westchester County, N. Y., 29 per cent of casad in
Winston-Salem, N. C., and 25 cent of the ceses in Mahoning

County, Ohio. Other charges which ware reported in |a
tions certaln courts were “injury to pemon® in Nﬂlm-lﬁmﬁ':::
. enrelessness or mischief " in Winston-Salem, N, O Yun vernable™
in Marion County, Ind., Ramsey County, Minn., and Norfoll, Va.:
and “sex offense” in Lake County, Ind., and Franklin County, Ohio.
The contrast botween Loke County, Ind., and Marion County, Ind.
so far s the charges “ungovernshle” and “sex offense™ are con.
mrnnd,mafpagmal]y striling. In Lake County the ¢ was “‘un-
governable” in 12 per cent of the girls' cases and hmm" in 55
per cefit; in Marion County it was " ungovernabla” in 50 prétr cent and
mﬂa&:‘;ﬁamﬁ;m 11 Eu;:t:uh’lﬁl; Thﬂ'tl:mi'r]nhrmt no doubt reflests in soma
o difference in ¢ 4 i
ey L Gurmbs . g arge rather than in the types of

mgl.ﬂlklll...
ial ecases.—An analysis of the dispositions, which wers
: m

for 20,678 of the 20527 dahmi' ueney cases dealt with i
the 42 ecourts, showa that near nxg-a-hmtlm wara (11 Ein‘minm"l e
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continued indefinitely (35 eent), (2) placed on probation (39
cant), or (3) commi to institutions for delinquent children
15 per cent). A number of different but relsted maothods of treat-
ment of delinquent children ars incluoded vnder sach of thess terma.
For example, the entry “cose dismissed * was made for cases closed
without any further sction, cases referred to other courts for com-
mitment to institutions for the [echle-minded, and cases dismissad
because of lack of jurisdiction in the juvenila court. Cases ware
considered as “eontinued indefinitely™ when no further action was
taken or supcrvision given the children but when jurisdiction was
maintained so that if & like situation arose later the case might be
brought into court again without the filing of a new petition. Cases
of children placed on probation to parents or committed to imstitu-
tions with commitment Ellﬁﬂtld when no further action was
mnt-amﬂ:hd were also ¢l a5 Yeontinued indefinitaly. "
The di tions of 20,827 official delinquency coses were as follows
{the nurm and per cent distnbution for boys and girds are shown
in Tables & and 9 respectively):

Ferr oant
Diinpaatiion Humber Ieartinm
Toind. . LS ] L
Tilspeal oo raporied . i el b, £H LEl
Dlsmissed op pan lnend |ndefinibaly. . Sl .:I'.H'I 1]
Chil) plessd on peobavon.. o oo oo ot R At E 383 m
bl pranmi in inalsiubian fer dnfeorquemt o _ 2l B B il |
taiinn, L = 1, .2 5
i ar n;pﬂm omiersd, A Y]
I-l:t-l m; mjanmiion an £ L m {
riaced —:'I!imundlndlml """  ntber than pevletion slicer. 22 i
hilad mllﬂumh i sl i 16 i
hafld mrﬂlhliﬂ b Bosdml, deparimeet, Sr opmnry oo e 3
E:llln:'l retumn h.;‘-:l';ﬁ"""""i{g' g JE 1
mml;wmd i STERER 2l B
e T T T T ——— T

o i mm e —— S ——

" A prplles gl F o resaeys o ehlldes 115 Inp eway Do aws lisis b e Elise referred B8 estrd.
¥ L=z than L peer cent.

The courts showed wide varistion in the extent to which different
types of dispositions were used. Such variptions are due in many
ingtanees to differences in court procedure and practice. For instance,
the number of official cnses dismissed or continued indefinitely is
amall if coses are investigated before the filing of a petition and
trivial casos are denlt with unoffisially or dropped. The proportion
of cases in which the child is placed on probation is infivenced by
seversl fnctors, among them the number of cases dismissed or con-
tinued indefinitely upon first henring, the extent to which unofficial
probation is used, the local institutions available for short-time
commitmenta, and the enre with which childven ars salected for pro-
bation both as to those likely to profit by it and ns to the court's
facilities for 'th g such atrp-arvmun[' 101, disposed

B.u]yt'lmsu o percentages of cases di of in varions ways b
courts handling 50 or more official cases showe more dna.rlj}rut.h{
variations from court to court., Each of the courts reported somse
eases dismizsed or continuned Lnduﬁ.nitgy. The percentage so di d
of ranged from 5 in Mercer County, M. T, to 54 in Memphis, Tenn .,
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and was more than 40 per cent in six other courts. Similarly the child
was placed on probation in Eﬂ'&:r cent of all eases, but for individual
courts this parcentage ranged from 12 per cent in Memphis, Tenn., to
77 cent in Dhane County, Wis. 10 eourts the children dealt
with were placed on probation in more than half the cases.

Al commitments to institutions for delinquent children
ware made in only 15 per cent of all cases the proportion of such
commitments was more than 20 per cent in seven courts. Orders for
restitution, fines, and payment of costs when not accompanied by
more significant dispositions, such as probation, were resorted to in a
small proportion (6 cent) of the cases. In four courts, however,
guch orders ware made in about one-fifth of the cases.

Tables 8 and © show the extent to which different types of dis-

itions wore used in boys' and in girls’ cases. In genaral, the
ﬁnﬂﬁnmm‘hwu’ and girls’ cases o no striking differances
except in & few courts. Although 36 per cent of the boys' cases and
only 27 per cent of the girls' cases were issed or continued indefi-
nitely, in Bridgeport, Conn., 32 per cent of the boys' cases and 48 per
cant of the girls' cases, and in Laks County, Ind., 26 per cant of the
boys' cases and 36 per cent of the girls' cascs wore so di of.
Probation was used in a slightly | proportion of the girls' cases
than of the boys' cases, but in 10 of the 17 courts which reported a
total of 50 or more girls’ cases probation was used more frequently in
bovs' cases, This was especially noticeabls in ]3|-rl=dqa{m:lrlﬂI Conn,,
and Ramsey County, Minn. In 14 per cent of the boys' cases as com-
pared with 20 per cent of the girls' cases the child was committed
to an institution for delinguent children. This difference between
the sexes in the use of such institutions was even grester in Hartford,
Conn., and in Rmuarﬂuung. Minn. In the former 4 per cent of the
boys' cases and 33 per cent of the girls' cases and in the latter 14 per
eant of the boys' cases and 40 per cent of the girls" cases were .
of by commitment to such institutions, Commilments to other insti-
tutions or to agencies end use of individuals other than paremts or
eourt officers for supervision, which formed part of the group “‘other

isposition” wers most commonly wsed in Lkﬁ County, , and
m, Pa,, for boys; and in San Franciseo City and EuPu;]?r,
Calif.; E-uun#g, Ind.; Westchestor County, N. Y.; and Phila-
dalphis, Pua_, for girls. Each of these eourts reported
instances all of types of dispositions, = )

A study of the relation of charges to dispositions in official cases
us shown in Teble 10 (boys’ cases) and Table 11 (girls" cases) reveals
somg interesting facts as to methods of treatment of di aran:ntjrpeaui
offensea” Tabla 10 shows that in boys' cases dismissal or indefinite
continuance was the type of disposition most often used where the
ch WAS Injury or a.m-mgudin; to person (63 per cent), acts of
mﬂ:ﬂm or mischief (59 per cent), running :wt]]r (37 per cent),
and a ]1: of miscellaneous charges classified as “other” (59 per
cent ). ﬁ ation was used more often than any other type of dieposi-
tion in the cases of boys charged with stealing (47 per cent), truancy
E‘dﬁ por cent), sex offense (61 per mntgi violating & liquor or drug law

47 per cent), and bei ernable or beyond parentsl eontrol

(42 per cent). Commitment to an institution for delinquent children
g e S e M e a2

one end In Bomme
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was reported in 26 per cent of the cases of boys deseribed as ungovern-
able or beyond parental control and in 22 per cent of the cases in which
the boy wae charged with running away. Fines or costs were ordered
chiefly in the cases of boys charged with scts of carelessness or mis-
chial (16 per cent).

Ag iz ghown in Table 11, the treatment of girls for certain offenses
was similar to that of bovs, Dismissal or i ite continuance was
the disposition most frequently used in cases where the offense wes
njury to person (56 per cent) or act of carelessnass or mischief (69 par
cent); probation was used more often than any other type of disposi-
ton in the cases of girls charged with stealing (48 por cent), and with
bein up%:rmthla {40 per cont); and the proportions of cases in
which girls were committed to institutions for definguent children ss
ungovernablo (27 per cent), or as runaweays (21 per cant), wers about
the same as those for boys. In girls' cases, however, dismissal or
indefinite continuance wae the disposition moat frequently used when
the chargs was truancy (50 per cent) and probation when the charge
WAE Tunning away (43 per cemt). Commitment to an institution

was used proportionately more fraquently for sex offenses of girls than
for any other offense among either boys or girls; the contrast in treat-
ment of boys and of girls this offensa is str'l!i:i.ug In 14 per cent

of the cases of boys with sex offenses the boy was commit

to an institution for delinguent children and in 51 per cent he was
placed on probation, whereas in 37 per cent of the cases of girls who
wera sex delinquents the girl wes committed to an institution for
delinguent chilaren and in 36 per cont she wos placed on probation.
Omn the other hand, when trusncy was the changa, were sent to
snch institutions in only 5 per cent of the ' cAses s compared
with 18 per cent of the boys' cases, and Irequently than boys
wWens comini o institutions on charges of stealing. The per-
centages of ingtitution commitments for the teo sexes were about
the snme in cases of runaways and ungovernable children,

Unoficial cases.—Of the 7,625 unofMicial dalinlqlgunnj cases for which
the dispesition was reported more than one- (68 per cent) werse
closed because the difficulty was adjusted; in ap mﬂ one-
seventh (14 per cent) the children were placed umﬁ;? r the
supervision of probation officers; and a large proportion of the remein-
ing cases were apparant dri.:r:pp-nd without action of any sort (*dis-

alﬂmad I;.um"llllm sction was frequently reported under " other
ition "),
following table shows the dispositions of unofficial delinquency
cases dealt wiE by the 23 courts reporting such cases;
— B - B e ———— H
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As is shown by Table 12, with the exception of cases in which
children were charged with running away and simply returned home,

and the four cases of girls
“ difficulty ud;
o5 0

for all ¢
than h
mischiof, and

than half the eases in which girl:
injury to person, mischisf,
offensee weare 50 dis
frequently for boys

the eases in which bo
miscellaneous oflanses ¢l

charged with violating liguor or drug lawe
usted " was the disposition most frequently reported
offenses both in boys’ cases and in girls’ cases. Mare
were ch wit mjury to person,
i as “*other," and more
ware charged with stealing, truancy,
ungovernable, and miscellancous
ed of. Unofficial probation wes used more
an for girds.
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Cases dischurged from prabation.

The 31 courts sending in cards or tables for cases of delinquent
childron disch from probation reported 5,020 such cases. The
majority (4,483] of these wers discharged from oficial probation.
The sumber of such eases discharged from probation was considerably
lasd than the number officially placed on prnbannn (‘i p05). Unoffcial

robation coses were reported by only 15 courts, and almost one-half
EEJ of thess cases wers reported by ome Djum court (Hamilbon
untyl. T'ha pmh-a.hun period wns ih most instances of brief

dl:rra.ﬁt::; H:T] thﬂ[aw ]:1:In|:||1't.hﬂ P tirlnm of ohsps
m oW a o mlmnpunudvm 00 one Year is
artly due to Illfmfmt. tlu[;. gavaral :anuﬂa ﬂ'H:fI'I'I. -nnra

mu:t-,ml&am'd.a fu{'thﬂucmmw}u-:hlhu ildran wara bo
Elmd on prnhuwn end discharged therefrom d 1927, The

gures for children discharped from probation who head been placad
on probation before the courts began to use the statistical plan which
forms the basis for this report doubtless were less complets in some
courts than the figures for children placed on and dischorgoed from
probation the same year.

The reasons for discharge from probation wore as follows:

Per ok

ramer for disctacge Mumbsr ll'-iérﬂqt'l'
Tiisll - - L repye—
Bezsen, for disckesin rperind . . oveeeren e as 507 ]
-JI: ............................................ Fo] §

1 withi peeremast, .,

ﬁ" “'""E.L....‘f‘._._.._ ‘ﬁ o
m:udla ldll.ﬂ' Irl.ul]ll:lu:l-._ ...... 2 ]
{ShEer s, .. . - L 1]
Aesigan. jar Ulschargs ask repariad, e ee e o ER - ;o) F—

e e i e TS
g B0 T AR RER L]
tha card was paanged 0 omad © Disssareed ?EE'_“

The extent to which childron who had been on probation were
committed to institutions for delinquent children varied gmntly in
the different courts, the proportion of such commitments ranging in
courts raporting &0 or more casss from 3 per cent to 23 per cent. Im
most of the courts for which the number of commitments was high
the courts used county or private institutions for short-term com-
mitments, the purpose of which was chisfly IATY; Upan releass
from the institution the child was likely to be ploced agein on proba-
ton.

DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES

Bources af eomgleiAl

pr-uL? mm%hml:lnu whera nmng gocial epenciss axist thnl.ingurl. may
er to have and negloet cnses investigntod first a

social ﬁat only cases court action ars hmughhl?

court, I:lth-ar localities, espocially where there are fow sgencies,

lhaunu:t.m.a.]m-ke.luuwnm lhunn!n:nnumdrgﬂmﬂmm

plaints from any interested perso cluding parents and relatives.
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Of the 12,082 depondency and neglect cnses for which the source
ﬂ'mmplmtwu 4Epar¢9nlwmrafmedtﬂmm'h
ies and 36 per cent wore referred by parents or rlﬂl-t-lﬂll
The dﬂ erences in practice among the 24 courts dealing with depend-
oncy end neglect cases ars indicatad by the varistions in tha per-
centages of cases received from socinl agencies and from parents and
relntives in the varipus localities. In general, when the proportion
raferred by a social wos large the proportion referred by
parents or relatives was I, and viee versa,
The eaurces of complaint i in dependency and neglect cases wern as

follows:
Soeesa of complaied Heamiba Lm
Total. O (G - 7§ e
Eparos of emjisink separted - L, 053 08
IRt s o i i iy i o et s 'y gl a - ™ I
e b (o peabailen e - L1 1L 1 i 5
Sotout dnpacimect. .., e e ool 2
Beapoy off eomplaled vt raporisd... I Liemintatan

M= rp e f— U Mk e TR S L mtms e mr St by p AT S— i —

The percentage of dependency and neglest cases referred to court
by socinl agencies (48 per cent Eﬂr the 34 courts) r in individual
courts reporting 50 or more cases from 10 to 100 WEE T
B0 par cent in eight sourts® The prnpm“thn raforred by parants
or ralatives (36 per cent of all cases) also sh b ﬂmunn
ranging from no ceses bo 67 por cont, 'I"lwhllmhu'ém
fmm nq.lmr sources was generally small and ahm;rmi mo n.num..] nm.-

cept in_three courts, where I;:'igu were referred
E pmhat-:m officers—Lake Coun l{fmpu eant); Norfoll, Ve,
1 per cent); and Pierce County, (23 per cemt).

Places of care pending hearing Ilt-inuﬂl.iﬂ

The situation with regard to detention of -Dh]]d'.‘l.'ﬂ.ll in dependency
and negleot enses was similar to that in delingue um Hmpt. that
practically ne children (7 in 10,611 cases for w of care was
reported) were detained in jail. More than h.u.].! -e]u,ld:m wore
oot detained ; T.ha:rmaﬂuwudlnrama.mmthmrhnma E
hlnngnrthmummdﬂpuudnfm day the complaint was
mada. Boarding homes weore um{l most of the courts, but the
number of cases so cared for w . Dwtention homes,
homes or shelters of i'l.t-l encies, and othor institutions were
used in slightly more than one- the cases. Most of the cases

reported as enred for in receiving homes or other institutions wore

ru]:rnrl;-ad by New York City.
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The pluces where children were enred for pending hearing or dispo-
sition in dependency and neglect eases were as follows:

Plars of catm peniding hearing Humber [ JFo oot
Total. .. N —— b1
Fince of e TEH] ..o v o rerpmrrr e s s g e ——— e —————— in 811 e
Dirn hemi of et dgea], o B QBF .o mmmam—naae I.ﬂ Ig
ng

Listanlion Tems o ot Inssugisn oo oo i E,TE T
Diteothn hama, aa 2 &
Taher baivellos L E

Fall oo E& sAalloe. T

Shn plarms 6 e 3

ot

than ora ol pare ! i
e I
Fleca al zars pat meportad 1, s [N | N—

1 Lass thiam 1 BRTL.
'Hmmunumwﬁﬂmmuhm pollce siation, o il
! Ingiuding Mmﬁumu.w- lah plase of cars way Bel nigorted,

Chargea,

More than one-third (38 per cent) of the dependency and neglect
cases wore referred to court because of improper conditions in the
home, including conditions such as immorality or Intoxcation. More
than one-fourth {30 cent) wera refarred for nsufficient paremtal
care, incloding lack of care because of illness or death of parents. In
only a small proportion of cases (13 per cent) wes financial need the
chief reason for bringing the child to court.  Great variation occurred
in charges repurtudﬁ;;rlgdiﬂ'mt courts, For example, in courts re-
porting 50 or more cases, the percent relerred because of impropar
eonditions ranged from 11 to 77 and those referred because of insuffi-
cignt parental care ranged from 5 to 83. Four courts reported that
more than half their cazes were referred becauss of inaufficient parenital
care. Explanation of these varsations may be differences i local
procedore. For example, the neglect cases may be referred to the
court while dependemncy cases are handled by other social apencies,
and there may be differances of interpretation as between insufficient
parental care and financial need,

The charges on which dependency and neglect cases were referred
to court were as follows:

e T
[ Mumber \ Iﬁﬁ
R % S
e L U S —— £ a0 | 1w
Abamdanmenl of diirlian 1] T
A lbies or-ereml IFRRLMEAL, . vy e Ty a7
R propar esni b b Bams. . e e e e e e e s 4, Axd i
[npuffmen pisenonl cioe. 2 A,
Finssoial oeed . Ly J.I
munﬂmlud- [/
] ]
Chargs not mapsoried L 3

31

Dependency and neglect cases were tabulated not ooly on the
basis of the mdividual children concerned but also on the basis of
different families ra ted. That is, in the latter tabulations esach
family was counted only once for each time it was dealt with by the
eourt on & new charge involving one or more of the children, The
distiibution secording to ch it somewhat different when based
upon [amilies than when b ! children’s cases. If the figures
are pmitted for the New York City court—for which no attempt wesa
made to group cards by families and which handles only cases of
neglect, dependency cases being cared for by other aganciss—the num-

of cases of dependent and nﬁchﬂd rted was 5,007,
representing 4,566 families. Of 4 540 of these families for whi
charge was reported 20 per cent were referred to court because of
alleged improper conditions in the home, 34 per cent becausa of
insufficient parental care, 15 per cent because of financial need, 10
per cent because of questions of custody, 10 per cent because of
abandonment or desertion, and 10 por cent because of other reasons,
Diispositions.

The three of disposition used in 99 per cent of the official
dependency and neglect ceses were commitment to institutions or
:lgam:iﬂ. plagement under supervision of the court or of an indivi-

nal, end dismissal or indefinits continpancs of the case. As is
shown by Table 13, almost half (48 per cent) of thess dependency and
:ﬁlm-t.uﬁm dealt with by the 34 courts reporting cases of depen

n t were disposed of by the commitment of the chld to the
care of an aga or an institution, most of which were maintained
for the care uﬁspuudanl children. Suoch commitments varied in
the different courts riing 50 or more cases from 13 per cent of the
casas in Norfoll, Va., to 97 per cont in Hamilton Ecll.lﬂ.tﬂ', Ohio.
The relstive proportions of commitments to agencies and to institu-
tions by the individual courts indicate differences in local facilities
for caring for dependent children as well as diferences in eourt policy
with regard to use of institutions or other methods of care for these
children. Some courts probably committed the ehildren to agencies,
which then may have placed them in institutions, Commitment to an
agency represented 50 per cent or more of the dispositions in Henne-

unr?', Minn., and Buffalo, Ere County, and Westchester
¥, M. Y.; commitment to an institution represented 50 per
cent or more of the dispositions in Marion County, Ind., and .'E‘ra.u.kgm
County, Hamilton County, and Mahoning County, Ohio.
: C_{h.jﬁ}augrm placed under the supervision of court officers or of
individuals in one-fourth of the cases, court supervision being used
more ﬂ‘ﬂuﬁﬂ'ﬂz. The most striking variations from the average
wers Ramsey ty, Minn., which reported 62 per cent of its cases
disposed of by placing the child onder the supervision of & court
officer, and Buncombe County, N. C., which reported 65 per cent
of itz cases dispesed of by placing the child under the su ision of
an individual other than a court officer. A few courts did not uss
sither of these two of supervision to any considerable extent.

One-fourth of the official cases were dismissed or continued indefi-
nitaly. The parmn}a@:d chses o0 disposed of in the different courts
rmgd from none in Fisrce County, Wash., and Buncombe County,
N. C., to 46 per cent in Bridgeport, Conn., and Columbis County,
N. Y., and was more than 30 per cent in 7 courts.
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34 JUVENILE-GOTUET BTATISTICE 1927

Of the 2,182 unofficial dependency and neglect cases for which dis-
positions wera reported more than half (58 per sent) were reportad as
] because some secinl adjustment wes made to reliove the situa-
tion. The dispositions in the remaindar of the cases wern os follows:
Referred to an sgency or another court, 16 per cent; placement of
child in an institution or elsewhere recommended, & per eent; child
Silsmd_ under supervision of & probation officer, 3 per cent; and other
poaition, 17 par cent.
ﬁlmlﬂl:ﬂ from supervision.
Sixteen courts reported 1,184 cases of dependent and naglocted
childreas discharged from court supervision ii.I::l:'l'ﬂ!l."u:lﬂ mrraa;:l:;:& ta
robation in delinquency cases), but most of these cases were reported
¥ three nuur_l:é&an Francisco é‘ll-j' and County, 102; New York City
408; and Philadelphia, 461). In all but 21 of the cases disch
fram supervision the child had been placed under supervision
official court order. The contrast between the number of cases of
children placed under sourt supervision and the number of cases in
which children were discharged therefrom was not so grest in da-
pendency and negleot cases as in delinquency cases, & numbesr
officially placed under court supervision by the eourts which reported
cases discharged from official supervision was 1,677,  As in probation
cases, the penod of supervision wes biief usunil;r only a few months.
In 60 per cent of the cascs the child was rq:m.-tug s discharged
because the situstion improved or further supervision was deemed
unnecessary and in 23 por cont because be was committed to an insk-
totion ar q.g-un{:f.
The reasons for discharge from supervision were ns follows:

MHuzaen far dusheres Wysber |I|P'||._|

APPENDIX.—TREND IN JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

The statistics for the year 1927 published in the body of this report
ere the first to be mmp:lﬂ]ut’ri the Children’s Burenu in necordance
with the uniform plan outhned, and there are no figures for previous
yoars with which they can be compared. For several years, however,
the Children's Bureau hns compiled such information as b
obtained concerning juvenile delinguency ! from the annual reports
of the juvenile courts throughout the country Lack of uniinmﬂ"tﬁ
in mothods of compiling statistics used in the different courts

ed variations 1n inclusions and methods of tation mks
the statisties practically velusless for purposes of comparing delin-
quency rates in one city with those of other cities. 3o res are,

however, of valus in Juul:ﬂnh}-g the m_li'dhjinfjuunlh “:; mﬂmy
in & given city over & period of years. & fragmen pnCo
concerning trend indicntes that assertions regarding inoresse of delin-
weney have little or no basis in fect, though much unnecessary
gdinq'qm:}' axists, and & scientific approach to the problem becomes
inereasingly tmlp-ort.mh. ?
The material now availsble which is of significance in connsction
with & consideration of trends in juvenils dgqumr.g iz sum
under the following hendings: Delinguency mies tn 13 citiea, inm
different parts of the country, based on ennual reports of courts; and
statistics of juvenile delinguents commitied to institutions during the
first six months of 1923 as reported by the United States Burean of the
Census (Children under Institutional Care, 1023).

DELINGUENCY RATES IN 13 CITIES

The table on 36 shows the number of delinquency cases per
1,000 children of juvenile-court age in 13 cities for which statistics
nre available for ars 1915 to 1925 or 1926, (For some of thesa
cities statistics can be obtained for part of the period only.) The
notes o the table explain the sources from which the statistics were
compiled. As has been pointed out, these figures are of value in
determining the thend in juvenile dn"linqm:.rlm & given city, but
they can not be used for purposs of comparng quency rates
in different cities. Great confusion exists with relerence to types
of cases included, some cities reporting only cases officially
the court and others reporting, in ition, cases adjusted unoffi-
cially by the probation department. There is also muoch diffsremce
in the extent to which the police of the different cities turn over to
thair courts the childran wham have spprebended.

The date in this table indicats for most of the cities lower delin-
quency rates at tho end of the pericd than at the beginning, Slight
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