
Characteristics of delinquency cases 
handled in juvenile court in 2016
OJJDP’s National Juvenile Court Data Archive documents the workloads of the nation’s juvenile courts

In 2016, 70% of all delinquency cases resulted in 
informal sanctions or were dismissed
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Overall, 27% of all delinquency cases involved detention 
in 2016 but the likelihood of detention varied by offense
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More than one-third of delinquency cases in 2016 
involved simple assault or larceny-theft offenses
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n	 Formal sanctions: Sanctions imposed on 
petitioned cases, including cases judicially waived 
to criminal court and dispositions of adjudicated 
cases (e.g., out-of-home placement or formal 
probation).

n	 Informal sanctions: Dispositions imposed on 
nonpetitioned cases as well as dispositions of 
petitioned cases that do not result in adjudication. 
This category includes fines, restitution, 
community service, referrals outside the court 
for services with minimal or no further court 
involvement anticipated.

n	 Dismissed: Cases dismissed or otherwise 
released (including those warned and counseled) 
with no further sanction or consequence 
anticipated.

Youth ages 15 and older accounted for more than 70% 
of the delinquency caseload in 2016
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Access more information on juvenile court cases

n	 Review delinquency and status offense case FAQs

n	 Analyze data with Easy Access to Juvenile Court 
Statistics

n	 Read the Juvenile Court Statistics 2016 report

Note: This publication was prepared by Charles Puzzanchera 
and Sarah Hockenberry, National Center for Juvenile Justice, with 
funds provided by OJJDP through grants #2018-JX-FX-0002 and 
#2016-JF-FX-K001. October 2018.

Data source: National Center for Juvenile Justice. National Juvenile 
Court Data Archive: Juvenile Court Case Records 2005-2016 
[machine-readable data file]. 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

Note: Other race includes American Indian/Alaskan Natives, Asian/
Pacific Islanders, and youth of unknown race.

ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb

www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/njcda/pdf/jcs2016.pdf

