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Dear 5th Grader: 

 

When many of your parents were just kids, a young boy named Etan Patz said goodbye to his Mom, walked 

to the bus stop, but never made it to school. Sadly, Etan still hasn’t come home. His disappearance has 

become a symbol for remembering lost children in our country. 

 

Three years after Etan disappeared, President Ronald Reagan named May 25th National Missing Children’s 

Day. Since 1983, a ceremony has been held in Washington, DC to remember missing children and to honor 

those people that work to make kids safe. As part of this event, every year the Department of Justice 

sponsors a poster contest for 5th graders as an opportunity for you to learn ways to stay safe.  

 

I am writing today to invite you to participate in this year’s poster contest. If you win the national contest, 

you, your parents, and your teacher will receive a free trip to Washington DC.  At the National Missing 

Children’s Day Ceremony, the winner of the poster contest receives an award and the winning poster is 

used to show safety tips for children to the rest of the country. Last year’s winner, Doyoun Park from Utah, 

said:  

 

“. . .Winning the 2008 National Missing Children's Poster contest has really changed 

and became a part of my life.…I just thought that it would be a great opportunity to help 

the missing children come home. However, I didn't imagine I would actually win the 

national contest and would be going to Washington DC!  I was thrilled about going to 

Washington DC and had an amazing time there; it was truly a great experience for me. I 

met a lot of people who try hard to bring back the missing children and I got to meet a lot 

of important people like the Senators of Utah and the Attorney General. I also had a 

chance to meet with people who were actually abducted.” 

 

Rules for the poster contest were sent to your teacher, who will go over them with you and your classmates.  

Along with drawing the poster, you will need to fill out a form that tells us a little bit about you and about 

what your poster means.  

 

As you work on this project remember that there are many people who are doing everything they can to 

keep children safe. If you have questions about things that you can do to stay safe, talk to your teacher, 

your parents or other trusted adults – they want you to be safe, too, and will help you. 

 

Thank you for making a poster for our contest. Good Luck! I hope to see you next May during our award 

ceremony. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ron Laney  

Associate Administrator, Child Protection Division  

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention  

U.S. Department of Justice 


